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ALLEGED PLOT TO
R0B AKD MURDER

The Clerk of Dr. Hecht, an
East Side Druggist, Held
on Suspicion.

He Was Found by the Druggist
in the Cellar with Two
Strange Companions,

Black Masks and Murderous Weapons
Were Afterward Discovered
Ready for Use,

DR. HECHT CLAIMS 'SECOND SIGHT.

He Says That Once in a Vision He Saw
His Clerk Steal, and That a Strange
Premenition Disclosed the Latest
Plot Against His Life,

George Hecht, o druggist, who has a ghop
at Clinton and Rivington streets, believes
that he haa the gift of *“‘second sight'" and
that hls gift has saved him from a vielent
death at the hands of George Meister, his
clerk; the sixteen-year-old, and, as he
claims, degenerate aon of honest parents.

Dr. Hecht, known as the “Hearr Doctor”
In the peighborbood, where his drugs aro
In high repute, is much llke the fumous
Dactor Sangrado [n “Gil Bles.,” He wailts
npor tustdmers in a flowered bathrobe, sug-
gestlye of the robes of medineval nstrol-
ogers, A peaked cap, or a skull cup, would
complete hls makeup as a seer. In the
room back of his shop he has a plano,
Yhern the c¢hemlst shop 1s e¢losed passers-
by ¢an hear the proprietor playing Rafl
econvertos and strange melodies, the lke of
which are not familias in Clinton and Riy-
dngton streets.

I THE DOCTOR'S HORDE.

In the hack room thera Is a gna stove,
where the doctor cooks his modest
meals, snd a leathern sofa, wherbon he
sleepsl There s a mohognny escritoire ‘of
fabtulous dge, In' the top drawer of which
Lie keeps inoney. Thers 1s aleo 4 chemlcal
closet, ‘where he keops morve rhoney, ns well
as chemicals and the mixtures that elect
the wonderful cures, People thereabouts
have belleved that the doctor kept a great
deal of mouey about the back room.

One of the banes of the doctor's other-
wise penceful existence hns been hired
boys. He hns hod stupld ones withont end,
and hes discharged hoy after hoy beeause
he did not sult: Two weeks ngo, In answer
to ap advertisement, he employed George
Melster, son of OCharles Melster, a ear-
penter, who is also the jonftor of the fiat
at No. 300 Xast Eighteenth street. The
doctor saw the lnd's parents and was so fo-
vorably Impressed by them thiat he engnged
the boy, though ba dld not llke Hls appear-
ance,

IN THI BOX'S POCKHET.

But George Melster proved to be the best
boy the Dootor Bnd ever had. He seemed
by intuition to. anticipate the Doctor's
slightest wish. §tlll, the Doetor dld not
llke Nim,

A weelr ago the Doctor was playing & noec-
fuine on Bls plafio. e ‘olosed his oyes
dreamlly as he ployed, and, so he says, saw
the boy take a bottle of valuabla medicine

and put it in his ovevcont pocket. It woa |

as distinet as If be had In reality seen the
not.  He sent the -boy down cellnr upon
gomp pretext and went to his overcont, Iln
the pockot of which, le sass, he found a
bottle of valunble medicine.

“1. did not digchnrge him then,” sald the
dontor, yesterday; ‘“No was so usefnl: 1
only warited him thar I wonld do so if 1
capght him stealing again. By that lens
lency 1 DLelleve I ran the chonce of belng
murderad.

“Last Wednesday morning 1 felt that
some evil was  about to befall me,
though 1 ‘could not tell ‘what It
wae,  George was unusually actlve about
the stpre. He was certalnly worth balf a
dozen boys that morning. He cleaned tha
store up umtll it looksd as neat as n hos-
plinl. He dusted. the bottles with mors
eare than I expected even of him, and he
only remained out a lttle wiily for lunch:
He was very silent about 10 all, and, 1
presume, wad thinking of what he was go.
Ing to do. When He came back from luneh
I felt with absolite cortalnty that T was
In danger, hut I eduldn’t tell what it was.
The boy took up ome cans and other things
that belonged 1 the cellar and started
down the cellar stalrs. I followed him.
In the dim lzht at the foot of the stalrs
I saw two men or boys with Melster., Hp
started at belng eanght, but qulékly recov-
ered his preseiice of nind and spld to
them: “If you ‘want to find those a8 meters
yon lrd beiter go upstalrs and sce the
Janitor.'

THR IDDC!'I_UR'S INTUITION.

“L hmmedintely sald: ‘George, you are
Iying. Thoso men are with you. They
don’t want any gas meters. I want all
three of you fo come upstalrs with e’
I stood on the stalrs above thetn, and they
could not attzek me caslly In that post-
tlon, so they followed me up tle stnirs
and Into the back room. The strangers
were each about nineteen or twenty years
of age, and bigger than my boy. I sent
George to the Bldridge Street Station for
a polleeman, and questloned his COmpa-
lons, ' They gave the names of Frank
Burke, of No. 201 East Twventy-fifth strops,
and: Charles Frankel, of No. 328 Faat
Twenty-second sireet. They sald that they
hod ‘come to the store to uee Melster, and
denled that they Intended to stedl, That
dldn't agree with Melster's stutement that
he dlan't know them, aud hat they whnted
to see the meters. When Melnter eqame
back and sald there was no pollpeman In
the station house that conld he sent to my
place, 1 went to the door and called In
one wio was passing. AGEE

‘Tt was then, I suppose, that they eon:
ceated. the wwenpons whlel were after
wards  found, ThHe polleeman  and |
questioned them, and T mnde 8 gearch and
found that sothing was missing, so I de
elded not to make & complaint. I lot them
go ond dlgcharged Melster, He was very
eool sbout It, end went away quickly with-
ont saying anything, When they were gone
I notleed that the musle on top of my plang
wis disarranged. T loaked It over, and be-
tween tho leaves I found a plece of nch-
and-a-half lead pipe pearly two feet long.
Then I was sorty that I had let them go.
On Thursday I looked behind n binek hand-
bag on the plano and fonnd another plese
of plpe just like 1t. A new boy that I eni-
ployed found two black mnsks such as roh-
bers wear In eile of my coal scuttles. He
also found a slgn printed with ink which
sald: ‘Closed. Wil opon at 4 p. m. G.
(Heclut.' It had been torn la two, one-half
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SCENES AND CHARACTERS THAT FIGURE IN AN

Dr. George Hecht, awell-known druggist on the East Side,
his clerk and two strange men
ing a plot to kill and rob the druggist. A sign announcing the temporary closing of t
front door while they were engaged in committing the crime. The clerk is under arrest.

in the cellar of his store.

They told conflicting stories.

f‘—’ap&’],'il_ _ﬂj—"m
v J
. N
0 1
4 g |
&
ol
®
X

S0 2
| e

5

il

|
lf"/x ~o , L ]
Oocor

Lrviné 200 __ |

e Ere tam

e

T_

o O

THE Docrore s

.tnrlNﬁ-HEoow]

=

ALLEGED PLOT TO KILL AND ROB DRUGGIST HECHT.

had in his employ until last Wednesday a young man nated George Meister, On that day he found

After their departure masks and murderous weapons were discovered, indicat-

he drug store was found, which, it is believed, the men intended to place on the
Druggist Hecht attributes his escape to a power of second sight.

belng thrown In each one of my coal sent-
tles. It was 2 o'clock when I discoversd
the men In the cellar. 1 belleve they had
intended to lock iNe up and put it on the
door after Kiling me."”

THE POLICHE INFORMED.

Thig story of the doctor's was told
to the pollce on Thursday, and Detectlves
Krauch and Stringer were asslgned to the
onse. They learned that Melster dld not
go home on the night of his dischorge. He
hias a marrled brother, Charles Melster, n
glazar, who llves at No, 81 Aftorney street,
aud Iafe on Thursday they arrested Melster
nent Mg brother's home, ‘The youth
stontly maintained his  innoecence and
denfed thet he knew the two other
alleged  woull-be  trobbers and rmur-
derers  for whom the detectives are
atlll Jooking, Melster was arralgned before
Maglsirate Braun In the BEesex Market
Conrt, and remanded to Pollce Headquar-
ters, where he awalts the arrest of tlie
other two. The names end addresses they
gave the doctor are fonnd to be fiotitlons,

The parents of Melster know nothing of
his associntes nor have they ever notlead
any erlminal tendencles In the boy. His
next older brother, Frank, who |8 twenty-
one years old, war once found gillty of
theft and sarved a term In the INimira
Reformatory, He now 1ives in a bonrding-
liouse In Ludlow strest, and the parents
huye nothing to do with him. The older
| brotlier, (harles, 13 honest. Before going
to work for the doctor George told his par-
ents that he was working for P. C. Bank,
u. plumber, of No. 48 Third avenne. The
plumber knows nothing of Liwt. Before that
he worked for W. Mayerhofer, a druggist,
at Wleventh atreet and First avenue, for a
year and geven months, and while there
Wwas never enught In nny dishonesty, He
attendgd the Fast FIfth street evening
sclipol and was regavded as an unusuglly
bright hoy who progressed rapldly in all of
Mils studles. Good Mrs. Melster I8 heart-
brpken over the dlsgrace of her youngest
son following so close upon the wrong-
doing of her second child.

“If ha has done wrong," she sald be.
tween s0bs, “he must suffer for It God

only knows where he got avil tendencles.
It ain't in the famiiy.’

HONEYMOON ENDS IN JAIL,

A Newly-Married Fostel, Clerk Borrowed
Government Funds,

Boston, Mareh 21.—The honeymoon of
John G. Kahoe, n clerk In the Jamalca
Plaln. Post Office;, eamo to an abrupt end-
Ing yesterdoy afterncon. FHa was arrested
on the charge of stealing $47 from the
stamp drover {n the office.

with hls bride started on a trip to New
York, or the past three dayd they have
heen vislting the sights of the metropelis,
and during that titie the ghortnge wis dis-
covernd, "

Postmaster Ceveney was notified and Tn-
s?ecto‘r. Snosw was' detalled oh the cnsze,
When he appeared at Kehoe's house and
arrested him, the young bride
Iy frantie with grief. Bhe beggeld the In-
spector to lock ber up too, and it was
with eonslderable dlMenlty that the pria-
onet was talten from s wife's slde.

Kohoe was held In 815000 for his n

npaanece at the Tnited Stntes Cleoult
Jourt, and in default of ball was tnken
to Oharles Street Jull,  He ls about twenty-
one years of age, and entared the m
a8 4 apeolt] messen mr'b&f. He exp
to the officers that he did no
steal. the mw.‘but viewed the wmatter

L . .
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Kehoe ‘wns marripd Iast Toesday, and’

MANY MAD WOMEN
MY B SET Pt

Sixteen of Them Transferred
. from Bellevue to the Ward's
Island Asylum.

Temporarily Received, but They May
Yet Be Turned Loose as
O'Donohue Was.

POLICE AND GUARDS ON THE ALERT,

Commissioners of Charities Determined
Not to Accept a Return of tha Pa-
tients—A Question of Authority
- Courts Must Decide.

Slctesn lunatle women were sent from
Bellevne Hospltal to the Manhattan State
Hoeplinl for the Insane on Ward’s Island,
yesterday morniog, and though they wers
recelved, the authoritiea at Bellevie were
on the slert all yesterduy afterncon and last
night to prevent thelr return, as tlie Insane
man, John P. O'Donoghue, was, Friday
night. The guatds at the gate of Bellevie
were largely relnforced, and a squid of po-
lleemen wera keapt on hand to prevent any
finnk movement of the Ward's Island people.
The weomen would probably have besn
turned loose in the eity If they had been
sent back from Ward's Telaud, Just as
O'Donohue waa,

John P. O'Donohue, whote manln i5 ad-
mitted by all to be of a mild and harm-
less form, was selected as a scapegout on
shich to try the differonces between the
Commissioners of Charltles and the man-
agers of the State Hospltal on Ward's
Island. Backed by the State Commissfon-
ers of Lunacy; the Islnnd authorities. re-
fused to receive Insane patlents fram Belle-
vue unless they were supplled with new
suits of clothes. A test case was tried In
the Supreme Court, and Justlee MpeLean
declded that so Jong as the clothing was
clean and properly disinfected It need not
be new.

In neeordance with this order, O'Donchuo
was taken to Ward's Island and left In
charge of Dr. Masy, Superintendent Mae-
Donald, however, sent him back to Bolle
vue, as the Jourral pubilished yesterday.
He was pushed theongh the door and left
thers by the Waxd's Island attendants,
but Commissloner J'Belrne and the Belle
yut management tirned Lilm loose, and the
Insane man walked out {nto tho streets, ab-
solutely fros, _

On all toples but that of religlon O'Don-
ohte Is amine, but he thinks that he fs
Adam, and attribufes his comparitive poyv-
erty to the loss of Eve, who wns his
maln support bBefore she was drowned in
the flood, Whea O'Donohue found hlmself
free on Fridnr olght he went straight to
his home nt No. & Eleventh strost, Ho
boken, awalening his aged mother, with
‘who he Ifves, just as she was golug to

t _mm_ ta

bed. Yesterday he sgald he was a printer |
"by tride, but could gat no worl® because

be had been unjostly adjudged Insane. Ho
stuck to hlg story abont being Adam, rud
gald it could be proved by the mark on his
foot where ho trod upon tho serpent.
SIXTEEN WOMEN EENT AWATY.

The authoritles at Dellevus detormined
early yesterday morning to eontinue to re-
lava the congested inzane wards of the hos-
pltal by shipplng another batch of lunaties
to. Ward's Island. Soon after 9 o'clock slx-
teen mad women, each In eharge of n
keeper and Dr. F. F. Russell, were em-
barked aboard the hospltal boat Thomas S,
Brennan' and landed on the dock at Ward's
Ieland. In the abaence of Superintendent
MacDonnld they were recelvod and duly
algned for, as in the case of O'Donoliue, by
Dr. Emmet . Dent. Then the Bellevos
people went back and prepared for a slege:
They were backed by the Commissioners
and the Corporation Counsel.

If the lunaties should be brought back
the Bellevue suthorlties were determined
not to admit them. At such times as boata
wero expected to land from the Islana the

. |doors of the hospltal were barricaded, anid

the entira staff of kespers wers lined np,
ready to reslst tlie retiirn of thelr inte
chorges. Buch was the sltndtlon up to a

late hour lnst night.

Telegrams were: dispatched to Albany by
the Ward's Island nuthoritles, and arders
were recelvel] from the State Commission-
ers of Lutiacy to recelve the putlents, The
dispateh wae:

“Albnny, Mareh 2L—Notlfy the Commis-
sloners of Churitles that the patlents will
uot be admitted to the Manhnttan Stote
Hospital, but the hospltal managers will
endeavor to protect the interests of the
city of New York by giving the women
temporary sheltor In some bullding, st the
expense of the ¢lty, to he helil sabjeet’ to
the oriders of the clty atnthorities, until
such time as they comply with the onler
of the president of the State Commission,
and furnish new cloihing,'’

BELLEVUE T00 OROWDED,

Corporation Counsel Scott sald }'estm{ay:
“An appenl agalnst Justlee Macl.ean’s ril-
Ing may act a8 a stay, bot that merély re-
Heoves the State Hosplisl puthorities from
Incurring visk of comtempt of court by re-
fusing to recelve O'Donohue. The mana-

gers of tho State Hospital were anxlous to.

Dbave the charge of the insane, and they
have: taken all the room from us, We

John P, O’Donohue, the Liberated Lunatic.
He Is the man whom the Ward's Island Hospital authorities sent baol to
Bellevue Friday night because he was not provided with & new sult of

clothes, and was then informed by the Bellevue management that he was a
free man. His mania consists In a bellef that he s 'Adam. The picture

* was drawn from @ sketch made by himself wwhen he was & young Zan,

fare always very willlng to look after onr
Ingane; {f they wil only let us have room
for them. - The wards nt Bellevuo, how-
ever, are now 8o full thut they eannot he
healthy, and are really threatening to be-
come positively dangerous. The rule s to
new elothing ‘has never been enforced at
Brooklyn, Middietown or Poughkeepsie. Dr,
MacDonald ought' to have been removed
yuurs ago. I have frequently told thia to
the Commlssloners.

“0*Donohue 18 a harmless lunatle, and he
was therefore selected for the purpose for
which he was used. Eut under any éir
enmstances I Liold that the responsibility
rests with the State Hospltal, for when
thiey once recelved him, the Bellovus poo-
ple elearly had mo further hold on him.*

SHELTERED IN A BOATHOUSH,

The elxteen women wha were taken to
Ward's Island were kept for sevoral hours
In-4 cold bodthouse, but Inter in tha day
were glven better shelter. Acting under
orders from the Manhatian State Hosplial
aunthoritlps, the captnin of the fercyhost
Brennan refused to tnke newspaper men
to the Telapd, but last night a vislt was
made to the place by means of n vowhost.
Dr. Roe, who was in charge of the female
wards, sald:

“These women aire here and under shel-
ter. I will not tell you where they are
now and what i3 to be dona with them.
They have tot been Ill-ireated. We have
been trying to cafeh Dr. MacDonald ‘hy
teleplions, bhut can't. You cannot see Dir.
Dent aud I will not answer any more ques-
tions,'

CRAZED BY FEAR OF FIRE.

Occupants of a Passajc Tonement Saved
with Great Difficulty,

Fire, evlidently of Incendlary origin,
broke out ar about 8 o'clock yesterday
morning In a- tenement at Passuic, N, J.,
owned by Jacob Kasternack. By a looky
chnnee Pollceman: Flpnn, the only pollce-
man on duty all plght in that clty, saw
the fire In time to savo the occupants, who
numwbered nearly one hundeed,

The danger to which they were sildenly
awnkenedl appeared’ to deprive ‘them of
reason, and it was with the grentest diff-
culty that: some of them were got ount
allve,

HE READ POETRY TO HER.

One of the Many Cruelties Mrs. Gotiz
berger Accused Her Hushand Of,
Justice Van Wyek, of Drooklyn, yester
idny annntled the murrlage bettveen Ida O,
Gottsbergar and Frank R. Gottsberger.
Mrs. Gotisberger clalmed that her bushand

was Ineane when he marred her in 1803,

Mre. Gottsherger says her husband whipped
her and forced her to lsten to poptry from
Sope m. to 5 pe m. The defendant smoked
cigarettes constautiy and put ushes In her

vietuais. Mrs, Gotisberger alleges that her
busband forced her to ardse at midnlght
and go out for a walk. Mrs. Gottsberger
hiso acenseil him of tiying to drown hi
dpmzlea Bay, of dragzing her from g &t
of throwing o dog &t lier, and of lock
lierln o room without food or medicite,

Medleal Course Made Four Years.
Albany, Mirch 21 —Governor Morton this after-
nson  slgnel Senntor Nousibaum's Medledl 1431,

whioh raiies tho medieal student cotrse from
thrae an!wu' yemrrs, and allown students who

SILE OF CORPSES
O BELLEVE

Alleged Sensational - Develop~
ments in the Investigation
of the Morgue.

Night Visits of Wagons That Carried
Away Packages Carefully
Cancealed.

FORTUNES FROM PALTRY SALARIES.

Commissioners of Charities Reported to
Be Prapared to Try Captain White Une
less He Resigns—An Old Scans
dal Frashened Up.

Notwithstnndiag the seerecy alpntalned by
the Commis=loners of Charity in relation to
the recent fnvestigntion of the management
of Bellevaa Hospltal, the facts have leaked
out thiele Jine of Inguolry.
Among the allegailons said to have besn
Invastigated *s5 .a» that a wbholebnle busl-
ness has heen condusted In the sale of bods
les to medical edlleges and private pracs
titloners.
The luvestigation has extended over &
period of eighteon years, during which time
Captatne White has been in charges of the
Morgue. It Ineluded the tlme when o scan-
dal was ectreated In Bellevue Hospital res
garding the purchase of a esdaver by &
doctor living In Lexington aveatie, This
doctor 18 alleged to bave puld SIH0 for the
body to be used us a speelmen for the bene-
fit of two or theee students whom he was
tegching, A ealpon keeper named Walsh,
whose [lace of husiness was at the corner
of Twenty-aisth street and Fiest svenue,
was alleged to bave been the go between,
He was indicied by the Grand Jury, but
the case wne never brouiht
NIGHT VIsITS OF {
It was testified ot the private luvestign.
tion that Jolu Maloney, the ofiictal desth
messenger, phld §958 8 month rent for hly
apartments. . His splary was 8300 a Fear,
Mnloney left the employ of the hospital
Priduy. It waes also testified that the shls
ary of Captain White up to withia a yoar
ago, was,.$4L05 n month, His assistant
recelved $20 a month, Coosldernble tme
portance was attnched to the testimony
introduced that for many years, st ail
hours of the night, wagons drew up at tho
Morgne nud carried away mrsterions puck-
ages, the destiuatlon of wiiich fs unknswn,
Captoly White s 0 Grand Army man, snd
It will be necessiry to prefer formal
chnrges and hold o regular trlal in order to
Justify his removal from offiee. The Come
misgloners some time ago announced that
they would womply with this provision of -

rignrding

| the Iaw, and unless Capinin White resizns |

i’ the meantime, the facts alleged to hive
been developed ut the hearing may be mnde
publie

It is alleged thot a larze business has
been done by certain undertakers with the
connivance and assistance of certuin Belle-
vue Hospltal officials in the sale of still-
bhorn  children. These spocimens have a
cammerelal valoe In medlenl colleges, and
ln the privete laborutoriés of -physiclans

WHITE'S PFORTENTL

It 1= stated that the methods used to cone
duaot this abuse were as follows: When it
heciing nucessary 10 sommon sn underinker
to remove a still-born child it was His duty
to take the same to the Morgme. It im als
leged, acconding to some of the withosses
which the Commissioners of Charity have
Interviewed, that these boidles; after being
entered on the records and marked as bes
Ing consigned to Potter's Field, wore tuken
nway by these mudertulers and dia posed
of at market price, aud that the under
tikers pald eertaln  Bellevoe Tospltal
officinla comnilsxigns for allowing b

Among the facte Investigited by the
Commissloners was the finnnclal standing
of Captalp White. The Commissioners
lenrmed that he was worth over £50,000, but
there was nothing In thelr lnvestization
that reflected porsonally on bBim, Captelon
White 1s known as a vory fruogal man, aod
the Commissloners nre not inclined to bes
lieve that the possession of his weslil, note
withstanding: bis meagre salary, Indicates:
wuy wroug-dolng on his part.

The practice at Bellovue Hospital has
been to scnd 11 per cent of the unclalmed
dead nt the Maorgua to Bellevue Colloge,

When & man dles in the hispital snd 49
unclaimed and 15 entered upon {he books
s unknown, very little senthnent exists
in hls transmission to the Morgue and sube
sequent burial, His remains are genemlly
sent to Potrer's Field.

DYING FROM A BEATING.

Eight-Year-Old Eddis Hertell Alleges That
Allgaire’ Knocked Him Down
and Kicked Him.

Elght-yearold Eddie Hertell, whe 1!\1!_
with bis married slster, Mre, Lillle Grels, oY
No. &2 Thornton street, WiHllamsburg, is

sald to be dsiog from Injurles alleged 1o

tave been intloted by Biasiog Allgaier W
shoe denler, at No. 714 Broadway. Allgaled
was arrested on Monday Inst chargod with
the gpssault, and was paroled by Justlce
Goptting pending examingtion. B

Yestorday afternoon Coroner Nason togk
the HNitle fellow’s ante-mortem statement, In
which the boy sald that os he wus returning
to hig home he playfuelly tugged at a palr of
shoes which were hzuging from a hook B
[rant of Allgaler's place. The shoes fell ta
the eldewnlk, and o son of Allgaler's ran
from the store and, capturing him, tharned
Ll over to hls father (Allgiler), while Be
went for a pollckman, The boy sald that
while he was alone In the place with the
proprigtor the lafrer knooks him  down,
anid after kicking him inte sat insenal-
billty, i hepd foremost throggh
the plate glias ln the door.

REFUSED A 55,000 FORTUNE,

A Wandering Son Declines His Mother's
Legacy.

Rridgeport, Conn., 'March 21L--Charles
Alvord;, onep o nesident of thig elty, to-dey
refused absoluteély to aceept a  fortund
left Lim by BEls motber, and went aAWay,
leaving mo address.

uried

Mm, J. D ord died on Wednesday,
She' 1eft only ¢ son, Chatles, nnd plx
grandehildren. Oharles lnd been a rotver
for WAnY years, was #ild 1o be ime

provident and shiftiess, Hls mother's os-
tte 6 valoed af $100,000, and half of this
she bheguenths 1o hilms,
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